
April 7, 2020 

Cavalier Families, 

Last night Governor Inslee and State Superintendent Chris Reykdal announced that students will 

not be able to return to Kingston Middle School this year to minimize the spread of the 

coronavirus. While this is not the news that we wanted to hear, we wanted to take a moment to 

send out a message of support for you and your family. We know that each of you have your 

smaller family story and how this information impacts you personally. We are living in 

unprecedented times with more uncertainty than many of us are comfortable with or can make 

sense of on a daily basis. However, your Cavalier family is ready and able to support you as we 

move forward through these uncertain times. 

When we return from spring break on April 13th, we will continue with remote student learning. 

Our incredible staff has been working hard to prepare creative and innovative “essential 

learning” with the most important concepts and skills for your student as well as continuing to 

connect with students and their families. They are also busy learning how to facilitate instruction 

using technology tools like Zoom with student safety in mind and to accommodate families 

without technology or internet in their homes. If your family is in need of a device, please 

contact your student’s Core teacher on Monday, April 13th and they will work with our 

technology department to get you a loaner device within a week or two if your family meets our 

eligibility requirements. 

As a general guideline, the state is recommending that middle school students spend three hours 

per-day working on schoolwork or about 30 minutes for each of their six classes. The staff at 

Kingston Middle School recommends that you spend this week preparing your student by 

creating a daily routine and schedule so that it can both provide some stability for their young 

lives and be in place for learning next week. 

  

Beginning April 13th, You Can Expect The Following:   

• Personal Contact: A phone call and/or email from your son or daughter’s Core teacher on 

April 13th (Monday) or April 14th (Tuesday) explaining our next steps and checking to see 

if you have any questions for us moving forward. Please let your son/daughter’s Core 

teacher know if you do not have technology or limited technology in your home if you 

have not already done so. 

• Grade Level Guides: A “one stop shopping” weekly grade-level guide that outlines the 

work and expectations from each of your son or daughter’s teachers at KMS. 

o Our grade-level guides will be emailed on Wednesday, April 16th for the first time 

and then each Monday morning afterwards no later than 8:00AM. The grade-level 



guides will have all worksheets, handouts and curriculum attached to the guide in 

one place. (No more multiple emails from each teacher.) 

o For families that have limited or no technology or internet connection, we will 

have our guide and resources printed on paper and available at KMS for pick up 

from school Monday-Friday. Look for a table set up in front portico at KMS for a 

grade-level specific packet. 

o All completed student work is to be sent to teachers directly through email or 

work can be dropped off at KMS in front of the school in a “drop-off bin” located 

under the front portico. 

 

• New Learning Activities: Grade and content specific tasks from each teacher. 

o Tasks will be limited to 30 minutes per day for each of your student’s six classes – 

a maximum of three hours per-day. 

o Activities may look like daily worksheets, book assignments, portfolio work, 

projects, experiments, reading assignments and/or writing assignments. 

 

• Teacher Office Hours: Teachers will be available every day during a one-hour window to 

answer your student’s questions and provide help. 

o These hours are listed in the weekly grade-level guide as well as our teacher’s 

contact information. 

o This time is used for students to contact their teachers with questions and requests 

for help.  

o Teachers may do this using a virtual chat room called Zoom or they will be 

available to respond to emails from their students. If they use the Zoom tool, 

teachers will send out directions and an invitation for your student to join a 

virtual chatroom. Of course, participation will always be optional and no student 

will be penalized for not participating. 

 

• Student Feedback/Grades:  As a district, we are working on providing expectations to 

teachers regarding how to assess completed work. Although it will be much more 

difficult through remote learning, teachers will continually attempt to assess where 

students are in their learning so that when school re-opens, we can meet them where 

they are and make up for any lost ground.   

 



• Support From Special Education Staff, Counselors, and Native Education Specialists: 

These important service leaders will be collaborating with classroom teachers to help 

design learning for students. These staff members are also available to provide direct 

support and IEP meetings if needed and will have their contact information listed in our 

weekly “Grade Level Remote Learning Guides” sent out each week on Monday morning. 

  

In the days and weeks ahead we will continue to provide new learning with instructional and 

emotional support for your student through June 19th. It is our sincerest wish that each one of 

our families stay healthy and that our students continue to be engaged in continuous learning as 

we navigate though these most unprecedented times. 

Most importantly, however, we want you to know that each and every staff member at Kingston 

Middle School join you in providing support, kindness and love in moving forward with this 

school year. 

  

Sincerely, 

The Kingston Middle School Family 

 

 


